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politics had always been of the denationalised type,
more concerned with money than with measures;
and money served him well. He continued to repre-
sent Li's principles and interests and to trade with
foreign concessionaires in the spirit of " apres nous le
deluge" intriguing impartially with Belgians, French,
Russians, and English in turn* Sheng Hsuan-huai
(to give him his full name) was Li's ame <Lamnee^
just as Li Lien-ying was Tzu Hsi's or (to come to more
recent events) as Liang Shih-yi was Yuan Shih-
k'ai's. In such associations the patron cannot be
held blameless of the offences committed by the
protege ; much of the disrepute arising from Sheng's
operations attached itself to Li Hung-chang.

From 1897 onwards, the question of railway con-
struction was too closely involved with the political
aspirations of the European Powers in China to make
it an attractive field for independent Chinese enter-
prise ; moreover, it rapidly became complicated by
the claims to local autonomy advanced by the
provincial authorities and gentry all over the Empire.
It Is not surprising, therefore, to find that Li's
activities in this direction were confined to the con-
struction of the Tientsin-Shanhaikuan line (at one
time probably the most profitable enterprise of its
kind in the world), in the finances of which he took
the keenest interest* For the rest, he professed
himself a staunch advocate of railways as the best
means of developing the economic resources of the
country, and as early as 1889 he had convinced the
Empress Dowager of the advisability of inaugurating
a national scheme of trunk lines ; but his interest in
the subject of railways beyond the limits of his own
Viceregal jurisdiction was not sufficient to induce